A SCHOOLBOYS CAKE
furiously angry at the refusal of their so-called champions—Fox
and Sheridan—to keep the promises which had been so often
made in electioneering speeches and manifestos. To many, who
thought deeply on this subject of parliamentary reform, it seemed
that they must depend upon this young son of the e Great
Commoner ' for the realization of their schemes. So Pitt's stock
began to rise, and Fox's fell. Inconsistency has never been
applauded by the British electors; and somehow or other Fox
seemed always to be committed to policies which were complete
denials of the promises made so glibly to his supporters.
Similarly over the question of an allowance for the Prince of
Wales Fox manoeuvred himself into a hopelessly untenable
position, from which he was easily and ignominiously ousted by
the King. It was an article of faith with a section of the Whigs
that the Prince of Wales should receive an ' adequate' income
from Parliament on attaining the age of twenty-one. Shelburne
was aware of the proposal when he took office, and tentatively
agreed that .£100,000 a year was a reasonable figure for the up-
keep of the Prince's establishment. It was natural that Fox, as
the Prince's friend, should wish to treat the young man hand-
somely ; and since the Prince would come of age in August 1783
plans were laid accordingly. In the middle of June, therefore,
Portland informed the King by letter of the ministerial proposals:
Parliament was to be asked to vote a grant of £88,000 a year
[which with the ^£12,000 annually received from the Duchy of
Cornwall would give the Prince an income of .£100,000]; and
it was suggested that the King himself ought to assume responsi-
bility for the payment of the .£29,000 which his eldest son owed
tradesmen.
It is not surprising that George was terribly angry at these pro-
posals. Itwasthefirsthehad heard of them; and he maintained that
not only as King but also as the young man's father the matter ought
to have been discussed with him.   There was a good deal of force
in the biting comment which occurred in his reply to Portland.
. . . when the Duke of Portland came into Office I had at least
hoped he would have thought himself obliged to have my interest
and that of the Public at heart, and not have neglected both to
gratify the passions of an ill-advised young man.
But the King went one better than his Ministers.   They posed as
the champions of a much-misunderstood young man, who was
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